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THE promises are sure. Ours is the failure to test them. 
There was a shade of anxiety on the faces of those who carry 
the burden of our financial obligations as they met in confer- 


ence a few weeks since. It was almost time to close the 
books. Would the collectors be prompt, would the contrib- 
utors recognize their duty, should we have to do less next 
year? But the treasurer writes: ‘‘I am so glad, so glad 
that accounts close with money enough to pay all bills due. 
How grateful may we be to Him who has guided us and so 
wonderfully blessed us. And may it not be unto us in the 
future, according to our faith?” 

Just a little later and we are privileged to add the glorious 
statement that last year’s deficit and the expenses of the pres- 
ent year of the Foreign Mission Society are met, that the 
funds of the Home Mission and Education Societies are equal 
to the appropriations, and that the ded¢to the Permanent Fund 
is paid in full! 

‘‘ Ask of me and I will give thee the heathen for thy in- 


heritance.” 





WELCOME! thrice welcome! There is cheer in the fact 
that our brethren and sisters of the Church of God are re- 
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sponding to the call to send the Gospel to India. An aux- 
iliary Woman’s Missionary Society was organized in Buda, 
Ill., a few weeks since. With a heart full of interest the 
pastor is helping in this good work. .Toilers in India and 
workers at home will be encouraged. To these friends our 
hands are cordially extended. May their number speedily 
increase, and from among their consecrated young men and 
women some be found ready to go into the harvest field. 





THE Vermont Yearly Meeting is always an occasion of in- 
terest. This year it held its anniversary at Sutton, Vermont, 
a place historic because of the fathers. There was a large 
attendance of representative men and women of this organiza- 
tion at this session, and its three days were crowded full of 
good things. The important subjects of: Christian Marriage, 
Co-education, Relation of the Seminary to a pure Christian 
Faith, Education in India, Obligations of the Church respect- 
ing its own Literature, Relation. of Woman to Missions, as 
well as others bearing upon the progressive sentiment of the 
present time, were considered and discussed. 

Aside from the part which the women had in the general 
programme, they held meetings for the special purpose of ad- 
vancing woman’s work in missions. The reports, as they 
came from the various Quarterly Meetings, indicated an in- 
creasing interest. Steps were taken to make the organization of 
the Yearly Meeting Society more executive, and the enlarge- 
ment of its part in this grand work was intelligently con- 
sidered. In response to the recommendation that the mem- 
bers endeavor to raise the salary of one missionary, without 
disturbing the objects now receiving the support of the Bands, 
there was a hearty, thoughtful response, and the women ex- 
pressed their wish to receive as their own, to love and cherish, 
Mrs. Dorcas Smith, stationed at the Orphanage, at Jellasore, 
India. 

Missions are not set aside as a “foreign” subject in this 
Yearly Meeting, and there were generous pledges to their 
support. Dr. Bacheler’s lecture on canvas was crowded full 
of instruction, and his presence was, as it always i is, a benedic- 
tion. Standing on the high hills, looking out over the green 
fields touching the blue sky, and breathing in the kindly 
bracing atmosphere of sympathetic, hospitable hearts, we said, 
God bless the brethren and sisters of Vermont. Never shall 
we forget their hand-grasps or God-speeds. 





What is Meant by Independence. 


What is Meant by Independence? 





[A paper read at the Women’s Convention at Ocean Park, Aug. 
15, by Miss De Meritte. ] 


THIS question, What is meant by the independence of the 
Woman’s Missionary Society, seems important and worthy of 
consideration, as during the years since its organization the 
word “independent” has been frequently used in connection 
with it. Sometimes, it may be, in such a way as to convey a 
wrong impression of the real attitude of the society, and 
sometimes with appropriate significance. 

It is possible that it is unfortunate that this word has ever 
been connected with its work, for the simple reason that it 
has so many shades of meaning in the popular mind, that one 
may attach to its use a meaning which will convey a false im- 
pression of the real spirit of the society. In some minds 
there is associated with the word, ideas of “a don’tcare spirit,” 
‘a perfectly selfish manner of acting,” “an entire indifference 
to the rights of others.” I cannot think any one is justified 
in saying that such a definition finds an application to this 
society, and its record, if impartially studied, does not sustain 
any one in speaking of it as independent in such a sense. Is 
not this use of the word a departure from its true meaning? 
When we realize what independence in its true sense is, how 
the spirit of it has aroused men and women to so many noble, 
self-denying deeds, do we not cling to it almost reverently? 

Self-responsibility to Him who governs all things, is the 
primal principle of life and action; the ignoring of this prin- 
ciple in woman’s life has crushed and weakened her ever 
since sin made its advent in the world. Only as Christ has 
taken possession of her has she come back to her original 
plan, and, as she has come, she has instinctively recognized 
this responsibility and sought ways of expressing it ; this inde- 
pendence of everything but what God purposes for her. 
Looked at from this standpoint, individual responsibility to 
Him in whose image made, a society which recognizes this 
principle has in it the elements of life. A society that is 
founded on any other basis than that of self-reliance, self- 
responsibility, must ever lack the elements of strength and 
life, and a society of women could be no exception to this 
rule. It has life that is divine in its characteristics, a life 
that seeks to recognize the claims of others without servility, 
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that acknowledges its independence without yielding its own 
responsibility, and such a society is educating women for the 
greater and grander life to come,— an interdependence where 
men and women are one in all service. 

With such an use of the word independence, the Woman’s 
Missionary Society may be justly called an independent 
society. And how the spirit of the word arouses true woman- 
liness in every woman who sees in herself the possibility of 
endless growth in self-control, self-reliance and exemption 
from all dependence upon others in any servile way! 

Cannot you, my brothers, who respect such a manhood — for 
men and women are governed by the same law — understand a 
woman’s feeling in this matter? Every time the Fourth of 
July bells ring out the peals of rejoicing in honor of what 
the forefathers did, is there not a like loyalty to your own 
manhood aroused as was aroused in them? Were they sel- 
fish? Were they indifferent to the rights of others because 
they instinctively wanted their own? Do you not admire the 
same sort of a spirit in woman? 

Our answer to this question is found in the fact of woman’s 
responsibility for herself, her talents, her all to Him whose 
she-is. Think of the word in this connection as standing for 
the principle which is lifting woman to her true womanhood ; 
think of the growth of this spirit in her, and what it will do 
for the church, the mission work, the temperance cause, aye, 
of what it is now doing in these directions, and what it is 
doing for the home, too ; and more, think, too, that heaven 
can never be a reality in her, and possibly not in men either, 
until the idea which recognizes woman’s dependence has 
been lost sight of and swallowed up in her independence in 
thought, in action, in personal responsibility, out of which 
will surely come interdependence, and then will be fulfilled the 
promise, ‘They shall all be one in Christ Jesus.” 

THE women of Siam have advanced so far as to send in a 
petition to the king to prevent their husbands from pledging 
them as gambling debts. Such an innovation into this cus- 
tom is unheard of, and the men think it utterly preposterous. 
Will the king consider such a reform unworthy his attention ? 

THE Queen of Madagascar is said to have organized a 
police force to prevent the manufacture, importation, or sale 
of intoxicants in her dominions. 








My Vesper Song. 


Ky Vesper Song. 


FILLED with weariness and pain, 

Scarcely strong enough to pray, 
In the twilight hour I sit, 

Sit and sing my doubts away. 
O’er my broken purposes, 

Ere the coming shadows roll, 
Let me build a bridge of song, 

‘* Jesus, lover of my soul.” 


‘* Let me to Thy bosom fly "— 
How the words my thought repeat! 
To Thy bosom, Lord, I come, 
Though unfit to kiss Thy feet. 
Once I gathered sheaves for Thee, 
Dreaming I could hold them fast; 
Now I can but idly sing, 
‘* Oh, receive my soul at last.” 


I am weary of my fears, 

Like a child when night comes on, 
In the shadow, Lord, I sing, 

‘* Leave, oh, leave me not alone.” 
Through the tears I still must shed, 

Through the evil yet to be, 
Though I falter while I sing, 

‘*¢ Still support and comfort me.”’ 


«* All my trust on Thee is stayed,” 
Does the rhythm of the song 
Softly falling on my heart 
Make its pulses firm and strong: ? 
Or, is this Thy perfect peace 
Now descending while I sing, 
That my soul may rest to- night 
‘’Neath the shadow of Thy wing?” 


«* Thou of life the fountain art; ” 
If I slumber on Thy heart, 
If I sing myself to sleep 
Sleep and death alike are rest, 
Through the shadows overpast, 
Through the shadows yet to be, 
Let the ladder of my song 
‘* Rise to all eternity.” 


Note by note its silver bars 
May my soul in love ascend, 
‘Till I reach the highest round 
In the kingdom without end. 
Notimpatiently I sing, 
Though I lift my hands and cry, 
** Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly.”—Hosfital Review. 
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Rew to Awaken Interest. 


[BY IDA HAZELTON.] 


WHEN invited by the president of our Woman’s Missionary 
Society to prepare an answer for the next meeting, to the 
question, “‘ How shall we interest the ladies in our meetings ? ” 
I said to her, the response must be an inspired one or it can 
not be answered. And the only inspiration that came to me 
as I thought the matter over carefully, was the reverential 
thought of “ prayer”— again, and again, “ prayer!” 

We welcome women to our meetings who feel that their lack 
of interest in the cause of missions is the result of their lack 
of intelligence on the subject, and for these certain exercises 
embracing missionary items of information should generally 
be provided. But more than all else we want them to become 
earnest, consecrated women. We need the help that their 
awakened souls can give to quicken other hearts, in order to 
make our society a strong, spiritual force in the church. 
There is no power which is able to do this except the quick- 
ening spirit of Jesus himself. Let us ask Him, then, to give 
us many more such women in our meetings. 

A prominent worker in the cause of missions and temper- 
ance, lately addressed a large congregation of women in one 
of our city churches. Many of us who listened were deeply 
impressed by some of her thrilling words. In speaking of 
the very matter of my topic, she said: ‘ Think of some ear- 
nest woman in your church, and after praying for her, go to 
her with a message from your very soul! You cannot esti- 
mate the influence that will follow from the labors of one 
more live, earnest woman in your society. ‘Tell her it is not 
her paltry two cents a week you want, it is Aerse/f, her living 
soul put into the work.” 

Why, how was it with yourself, my zealous friend? Can 
you not remember the time when you were not interested in 
the meetings. When, somehow, you hardly knew why, you 
could not remember the time for the monthly missionary 
meeting, and so you were never prepared for it when it was 
announced from the pulpit? When you always forgot the 
dates of the beginning and ending of the “ missionary year,” 
and consequently (O, pitiful to remember!) had even to be 
dunned every year for your dollar for the “ missions”? . But 
somebody else was alive and in earnest. A woman’s auxiliary 
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was formed in your own church. Somebody prayed that more 
ladies might be interested in the meetings, and one by one 
they did become interested, until even you were drawn into 
it,— you hardly knew how, unless it was in answer to some of 
these very prayers. At first you made it a duty to be inter- 
ested in the society, but Jesus very soon changed that senti- 
ment into what you had not anticipated, and the missionary 
meeting became a privilege and a source of spiritual strength. 
Prayer, above all other influences, I believe, has accomplished 
all this. 

Nothing but the stimulating spirit of Jesus himself is able 
to so arouse Christian women, that they will gladly make 
what may seem to be a voluntary offering of their time and 
talents to the service of the missionary society. In answer 
to prayer, each member may become a “ living soul,” and a 
mere intellectual belief may be so baptized by the divine 
spirit as to become a vital interest of the heart. Such ser- 
vice, to be sure, would require a little more of self-surrender, 
and a little higher kind of christian living than some of us 
have been accustomed to think was really necessary, but why 
should we shrink from any proffered service, since it would 
cost often only a single simple prayer to make it a joyful 
privilege ? 

Why, leaving out the heart-work, which is the foundation of 
a true missionary everywhere, what is actually required in or- 
der to give active and systematic support to the missionary 
society? The time required for faithful attendance at the 
monthly meetings during the year could easily be put into 
one day and a half. Is there any excuse left because of the 
time required? The membership fee is a pittance, even for 
the really poor in this world’s possessions, and I am glad 
that so many ladies do not regulate their dues by the required 
amount. One number of the missionary periodical is worth, 
to a reader whose heart is in the reading, much more than the 
price paid for all the twelve numbers. In view, then, of all 
the spiritual and temporal blessings gained for the little that 
we give, why should not all of us be equally interested in the 
missionary meeting? Perhaps we have not thought suffi- 
ciently about our privilege of prayer, both for ourselves and 
others. Is not our Good Father even now yearning and just 
waiting to put more “living souls” into his work of saving 
the world from sin? 

Lewiston, ME. 
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WHILE going with Paul along his missionary journeys in 
the Sunday School lessons, we stopped among the temples built 
for the heathen gods, and heard him say in that eloquent dis- 
course on Mars’ Hill, “God that made the world, dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands, neither is worshiped with 
men’s hands as though he needed anything; . . . We 
ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or sil- 
ver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device,” — and idol- 
worship seemed more unreal and vain than ever before. 

. | Theteaching of the Bible finds an illustration on the island 

of Madagascar. A young married couple wanted an idol, so 
they went to an idol-maker to buy one. Having none ready 
he promised if they would wait till the next evening he would 
have one made. They saw him go to the forest and get a 
large bough of a tree and of it make an idol. 

When the idol was finished and paid for, the maker invited 
them to stay and eat rice with him, which was like asking one 
to tea in this country. They consented, and he took some of 
the scraps of wood from the ground to make a fire, with 
which he cooked his rice, of which they all ate, and his cus- 
tomers went home. 

Not long after, a Christian called on these young people 
and read to them a part of the forty-fourth chapter of Isaiah, 
not knowing anything about the circumstances. This is what 
he read: ‘He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part 
thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied ; 
yea, he warmeth himself and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have 
seen the fire: and the residue thereof he maketh a god, even 
his graven image ; he falleth down unto it, and worshipeth it, 
and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me ; for thou art my 
God.” — Isaiah xliv., 16, 17. 

When the wife heard it, she at once remembered what she 
had seen the image-maker do, and was struck with the force 
of what the prophet says of the folly of worshiping an 
image made with hands. She became interested in the 
Bible ; she read it, and God led her to give her heart to Him. 


Corea is suffering from a serious famine, followed by a 
complete prostration of business. In most sections the crops 
are a complete failure. Very sad stories are told of the dis- 
tress now prevailing. 
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Ain Envelope Party. 


Wuart method shall we adopt next, is a question which some- 
times perplexes those upon whom comes the care of collect- 
ing money for mission purposes. Indeed the whole question 
of finance is a difficult one when the offerings are not of the 
free will. 

An exchange suggests the envelope party as a good and un- 
objectionable way. We also have known it to work admir- 
ably in raising funds toward building a new church. 

“The invitation may be given from the pulpit with other 
notices, or a written card may be sent from the president to 
each member of the circle, inviting her to come at a certain 
time to a certain place, and bring ina sealed envelope such 
gift as her heart may dictate. The gifts may be with or with- 
out name, as may be thought best, or as each individual may 
choose. Each envelope should contain, besides money, some 
selection from Scripture, stanza of a hymn, brief quotation, 
or short letter expressive of interest in the cause, thanksgiv- 
ing for mercies received, or new purpose of consecration,— 
anything which the heart may prompt. 

“The anticipated meeting should be talked over by those in- 
terested, and any persons who cannot come should be invited 
to send their envelopes. 

‘“‘On the appointed evening, the opening of the envelopes, 
reading the contents, counting the money, with prayers, re- 
marks, and singing interspersed, will make a very pleasant 
occasion. And the amount received, we venture to say, will 
in most cases exceed what would be netted from a fair or 
other entertainment. For this party there will be no previous 
outlay of time and strength, and no consequent exhaustion 
and weariness. No money will be wasted on side issues, and 
there will be the pleasure arising from having made a direct 
offering to the Lord. 

‘¢ We know of such a party recently held for the purpose of 
furnishing achurch. The gifts amounted to about $800; and 
the fitting quotations and bright original letters contained in 
the envelopes, together with a little music, made it one of the 
most enjoyable gatherings ever held by that society.” 





‘* Gop did anoint thee with His odorous oil, 
To wrestle, not to reign.”"—Mrs. Browning. 
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Coprpespondenee. 


[FROM MRS, BURKHOLDER.] 
BHOOTAR’S BAPTISM. 


THE first Sabbath of this month we had quite an excite- 
ment here. Two boys were to be baptized. I think they 
may be twelve years old. The mother of one of them, 
Bhootar, is not a Christian, but holds on to her heathenish 
customs, although her husband has long been a member of 
our church. This is their eldest boy, and she has done her 
utmost to prevent him from becoming a Christian. 

I have been much interested in the boy and have worked 
hard to keep him in school. For along time he has attended 
very regularly my Sabbath afternoon Bible class. Whenever 
I have spoken to him about becoming a Christian he would 
answer, “‘ My mother says that if I become a Christian she will 
beat me and run away herself.” Last month he seemed to 
have gained courage and said he wished to be baptized. The 
mother, hearing of it, did what she could to hinder him. She 
scolded him, would not let him have anything to eat, and 
threatened to drive him away from his home. 

The Sabbath morning that the boys were to be baptized, 
we heard that Bhootar’s mother had locked him in her house. 
When any one tried to persuade her to let him out, she would 
lift her arm which had on it the heavy bracelets, and threaten 
to strike. We were obliged to go past the house to go to the 
place of baptism, and naturally the people gathered about 
her. There she stood guard at the door, with the key tucked 
in her sarree at the waist. She threatened to drop and forsake 
her nursing babe some three months old, if the boy was bap- 
tized. Her husband, though a good man, is one of the weak- 
backed kind, but when fully aroused can beat his wife in true 
native style. He feared she would carry out her threat, and 
so did nothing. 

The boy all this time was trying to get out, attempting to 
get on top of the wall of the house and make a hole through 
the thatched roof. I pitied the poor woman with all my heart. 
I doubt if I had done much less if, as I thought, some one was 
trying to ruin my boy. She clung to him with intense mother 
love. She had for years resisted every effort made to bring 
her into the light, hoping to keep him with her when he grew 
up. It was like taking her life. When we saw that it was 





ey fh. Oo. 


—— 


) 
e 
e 
4 


Correspondence. ; 299 


better not to delay longer, Mr. Burkholder took the other 
boy and went to the tank and baptized him. 

While they were gone, I went up to her and quietly putting 
my arm around her, talked with her and begged her to let the 
boy out. I had been asking the Lord to lead her in some way 
to see things in their true light. In the midst of her tears, she 
opened the door and I stepped in, but soon, fearing I was 
going too far, she got hold of me and tried to pull me out. 
Realizing that if the boy was in earnest she could not long 
prevent him, I came away, whereupon she jumped and locked 
the door upon him again. Soon my husband returned and 
asked to have the boy brought out, that it might be heard from 
his own lips what he wished to do. After some further 
struggle the boy was let out, and Mr. Burkholder told the 
mother and son to sit down, and before them all Bhootar was 
asked what he wished to do. Boldly he said, “I wish to be 
a Christian.” My husband, turning to the mother, replied, “ I 
am not going to take your boy from you; some day he will 
be a Christian,” and left them and came home. In less than 
three hours whom should we see coming up to our house but 
Bhootar and his mother. A young man who had long been 
with us had talked with her, and, through God’s help, had led 
her to see things differently. She most humbly asked forgive- 
ness and put her son into Mr. Burkholder’s hands, and said 
she was willing he should be baptized, and she herself would 
soon follow. You can scarcely imagine how thankful we are 
to God for an answer to our prayers. In the afternoon we 
went again to the tank, when Bhootar was baptized. I do 
not know when I have seen a brighter, happier face than was 
his on the way home. Very soon he was on his way to the 
chapel, Bible in hand, where the two boys were received into 
the church. 

Thus is Christ winning victories. 

BHIMPORE, June 265. 


[FROM MRS. GRIFFIN. ] 
A NEW WORK, 


My DEAR FRIENDS: Let me tell you of something that 
does not ask for your money but does need your prayers. I 
have opened an English school in Midnapore, which we hope 
to make a permanent institution. There are a few Eurasian 
children here who sadly need school privileges. There are 
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here also, a few Christian Bengali girls who have been sent to 
Calcutta to school, as there was no high school for girls here. 
For the Eurasian children, and these girls whose parents are 
anxious to keep them at home, and for our own little Nellie, 
this school has been started. 

But let me tell you confidentially that these, we hope, are 
but the beginning. How I long to get some of the bright 
little ones from Hindu zenanas here, and I believe we will, 
too, for the desire to learn English is so great that an English 
school with a real English teacher must tell. How God has 
blessed me in this undertaking ! 

I waited and planned and prayed, longing to open the 
school, but not daring to undertake it alone with my large and 
increasing zenana work upon my hands, when a teacher came 
to me. Miss Lillie Smith (daughter of an Englishman in 
government service, living here), who has been away for some 
time, has returned, and seems pleased to ‘“‘ have something to 
do.” She has already entered upon this work with enthusi- 
asm. 

Although these Eurasian children needed a school, and 
these Christian babus “ wished we could have a school where 
- their girls could go and live at home,” yet I could get no defi- 
nite promises as to who would or would not come, and the 
school was opened with two children, Miss Smith’s sister and 
our Nellie. But I felt sure when these knew that a school 
had begun, and begun to stay, some of them would come. I 
promised Miss Smith 30 rupees per month for the school, held 
from seven to eleven each forenoon, and for teaching three 
afternoons in the week after it gets cool, in the zenanas, as 
there are some women in them who are anxious to learn En- 
glish. This was a venture, but it seemed so important that 
there should be such a school, and so desirable that it be 
under our care, a christian school, that I began it, feeling that 
it would be a success, even though we had to pay part of 
the teacher's salary ourselves. But now, after two weeks, I am 
glad to tell you that the school is self-supporting. The tui- 
tion is 3 rupees per month for each pupil. We have as yet no 
Hindu girls, but have the promise of five to come soon. Of 
course we cannot vow that they will come till they really do 
come, but I believe some will come. 

Now will you not pray for God’s richest blessing upon our 
school? Pray for Lillie Smith, that her enthusiasm may be 
not alone for the minds but for the sou/s of her pupils. Her 
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father said to me the other day, “ Lillie enjoys the school 
very much, and I assure you I am very glad that she has 
something to do.” Oh, is it not worth something to give idle 
hands, in this needy, needy land, something to do to lift up 
this people, by educating the women and girls? Pray that 
her heart may be filled with genuine love for these dark ones, 
and that she may work for them successfully many, many 
years. And pray that these school children may become 
workers here too, and be a blessing. Nor can you forget to 
pray that many little Hindu voices may ere long join in our 
school hymn — 


‘‘ Tam so glad that our Father in Heaven 
Tells of his love in the book He has given,” — 


and feel the refrain when they sing, 


‘* Jesus loves even me.” 





A VISIT TO ONE OF THE KING’S PALACES. 


[The following interesting communication is found in Woman's 
Work for Woman. | 


I wish you could have joined a party of us who went to 
participate in a very important ceremony to-day. We-— that 
is four missionaries, one gentleman and three ladies, with a 
band of native Christian workers, seven men and three women 
— assembled together in a place some distance out of the 
city, where about two years ago was built one of the king’s 
palaces. 

In this palace we saw five of the king’s daughters receiving 
their real title, and the gentleman of our party had the high 
honor of decking their brows with the outward sign of their 
royal descent ; for though they are the real daughters of a 
king, these women have till now been living just like those 
around them, with nothing to distinguish them from others, 
not even knowing or dreaming of the happy lot that was in 
store for them, till some of the king’s servants who had been 
sent to look for them found them, and brought them home 
to the palace where we saw them to-day. 

Now I know you are thinking, How I do wish I could have 
been there to see the grand palace, with its marble halls, its 
walls inlaid with precious stones, its beautiful arches and 
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gilded ceilings, its carved pillars and golden gates. Then to 
see those five women brought into their father’s house, the 
king’s daughters brought in to the king “in raiment of nee- 
dle-work ” and “clothing of wrought gold!” To see also 
the radiant happiness of those noble “ servants of the king,” 
who never wearied in the search nor slackened their speed 
till the five jewels, precious in the sight of the king, were 
found and restored to him! Surely it was meet that one of 
these should have the honor to put with his own hand the 
mark on their brow by which they would ever after be known 
as the “ daughters of the king,” not only inside the palace 
gates, but even in their former homes, if in some evil hour 
they should wander back again. 

What I have told you is strictly true, but not in exactly the 
form and colors in which your imagination has painted it. 
The place we visited was the Dehra Leper -Asylum, where 
Mr. Herron with some native brethren, who have been his 
faithful assistants, has for years been preaching to and teach- 
ing the poor lepers. Two years ago they succeeded in get- 
ting a small chapel built just inside the walls ; a simple roof 
on arched pillars, with a wall on one side. But truly to-day 
it seemed a palace where “ the King delighteth to dwell” ; 
and to the angels hovering round us, so near that one could 
almost see their bright faces, those five leper women, with 
their diseased bodies and uncomely garments, who have been 
“found” by these “servants of the king,” were really as 
“‘king’s daughters ” all glorious within, clothed in the pure 
and spotless robe of their Redeemer’s righteousness. And 
was not the simple rite of baptism by which these poor women 
were received into their Father’s house a grander ceremony, 
and one more fitted to fill our hearts with higher, deeper joy 
and gladness, than the welcoming home of any earthly prin- 
cesses could possibly be ? 

I am sure none of you ever saw a real leper, so you can 
hardly imagine the feelings with which we looked upon a 
congregation of them gathered together there. Not one hu- 
man form there that was not mutilated to a greater or less 
extent! Hands and feet nothing but a shapeless mass of 
flesh. Some with ears and noses. gone. All as wretched 
in appearance as it is possible for human beings to be. 
When Mr. Herron began teaching them in the asylum, there 
was scarcely a ray of intelligence or hope to be seenon a 
single face. Gradually as they learned by dint of great labor 
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and patience that they had souls, and a Father in heaven who 
cared for them, and a Saviour who gave His life even for 
them, the light of hope and love began to brighten their dis- 
torted features. Yesterday I was quite surprised to see the 
improvement in so many of them, and especially the really 
bright, happy faces of those who were baptized. They can 
sing now, too, some native dhajans ; quite a new thing in their 
experience. The very idea of a /eper singing seemed to be a 
thing unheard of. 

Will you not remember in your prayers the poor leper, 
whose whole life from beginning to end is such a horribly 
desolate one, so different from your lives, made bright and 
beautiful by everything that love can devise or money pro- 
cure ? 


A Confidential Word. 

My DEAR FRIEND: Permit me to have a confidential 
talk with you on a subject which has vital connection with 
our missionary paper. You and I have had our interest, we 
trust, constantly increasing in our magazine. It was born, 
you will remember, of a positive conviction that it was needed, 
and it has been proved that its beginning was no mistake. 
For five years it was published once in two months. The 
time then came when it seemed it must be changed to a 
monthly, and with strong faith in you, and in God who called 
us forward, it was so published. 

While it was issued once in two months the subscription 
more than met the expenses,* and an appropriation was made 
toward sending Miss Coombs to India, but when it became a 
monthly the expenses were nearly doubled while the income 
was not ; the prices, thirty-five and thirty cents, being changed 
to fifty and forty cents, it being feared by some that the sub- 
scribers would lessen if it were placed higher, and thus the 
purpose to reach as many readers as possible be thwarted. 

The expenses exceeded the income about fifty dollars 
last year. .There is some anxiety lest there may be a larger 
deficit the present year. In our report to the Board one 
year ago, was this statement: “‘ In a report of the Presby- 








*There were fifty women who pledged themselves to pay to the extent_of ten dol- 
ebt 


lars, during the first five years, proportionate parts of any which might be incurred. 
So confident were we that everywhere the sisters would stand by the change, that these 
pledges were not renewed. 
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terian Woman’s Board with reference to their organ, Woman’s 
Work for Woman, we find the following: ‘With the present 
list of subscribers, a little more than nine thousand, the maga- 
zine cannot be uniformly published in its enlarged size, thirty- 
six pages. It has been calculated that if subscriptions were 
promptly renewed, and each auxiliary would add two new sub- 
scribers to its list, the magazine would pay its way.’” The 
price of this magazine is sixty cents per annum, without re- 
ductions to clubs, and is of the same form asours. If such is 
the experience of this Board, it would not reasonably be ex- 
pected that our publication, with not half as many subscribers 
and with a subscription price only two-thirds as large, could 
pay its way, and according to this comparison you must readily 
see that great care and economy is being used to tide our 
magazine along. ‘The editor has made her home its office 
for years, often with much inconvenience. The conditions of 
her life are so changed, she cannot do it longer, and for its 
own sake it ought to have good accommodations. 

Now what shall be done? Shall we go back or shall we 
go forward? Does it not seem to you that there should be 
at least 10,000 copies of this publication taken among the 
80,000 of our church-members? Might it not be well to put 
the subscription price uniformly at fifty cents, with any ad- 
vantage of gratuitous copies in favor of the one who takes 
care of the club? Cannot an effort be made at once to se- 
cure subscribers? Shall not the special offer made in the last 
issue be made of service? 

There is great need of other literature, leaflets, and helps of 
various kinds. A fund seems needed, the income of which 
shall be used for these purposes. Our word with you sums up 
to be that a larger number of subscriptions ought to be had, 
enough to make the income equal the expenses, if possible, 
and that there should be a literature or publication fund for 
emergencies and other needs. Will you not make these 
things a real heart interest? We are confident that you 
can be counted on when once you know and appreciate the 
facts. 

..... With mutual interest, I am-yours in loving service, 
MARILLA MARKS BREWSTER. 


‘¢ Dear Lord, of Thee three things I pray: 
To know more clearly, 
To love more dearly, 
To follow more nearly, 
Every day.” 
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Sewotome San’s Story.” 


a: T was one of the few stormy evenings during 

my stay in Tokio, Japan. The wind sighed 

4 G. ip through the japonicas on the side hill back 
pons Bis of the house, and tossed the bamboos wildly 


4 


\ 


, 


about, and bent the banana-trees by the side 
porch, as though it was trying to imitate a 
late cyclone. 

The native school girls around the dining- 
table had studied their lessons, read Scripture 
with their teacher, and after a few quiet 
games, had wrapped themselves in their 
futous upon the matted dormitory floor, 
ready for dreamland. 

‘“‘ Sowotome,” I said to the Japanese girl who was part pupil 
and a good deal helper, “this is just the sort of an evening 
hour for story-telling. No one will interrupt us and we shall 
not disturb any one, and as you can talk good English, we 
can visit together over this little fire as cosily as can be. 
Tell me something of your childhood, and of how you wor- 
shiped idols.” 

And this is Sowotome San’s story, which will serve also to 
illustrate the thoroughness with which the Japanese are ac- 
quiring the English language. So pleased was I with her re- 
cital that I asked her to write it for me. 

‘*As you wish so much to know about my worshiping 
idols, I will tell you of when I was a little girl. I was the 
first child in the family, and my grandmother loved me es- 
pecially for that reason, and she did more in bringing me up 
than my mother. It was her delight to tell me old tales 
about the gods, and to take me with her to the temple when- 
ever she went, that I might grow up to be a pious woman. 
Generally, in all families where there are grandmothers, they 
take it as their work to teach the children the names of 





®This story is from the manuscript pages of From Fugito Rigi; or, Glimpses of 
Mission Life in Many Lands, by Mrs. Lucy S. Bainbridge, a volume soon to be pub- 
lished, in which the reader is to see some of the interesting things which Mrs, Bainbridge 
saw in her visits to a large number of mission stations. By special friendly permission 
to the editor you are given this early glimpse. 
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their deceased ancestors and forms of prayers. I was to go 
to the god-shelf and say these every morning and evening. 

“If I had pennies given to me I was taught to cast part of 
them into a box at the temple, or if I had candy given me I 
was not allowed to eat any until part of it was offered at the 
god-shelf. How anxious they were that I should have an 
earnest piety! But till I was about eight or nine years old I 
did not care to give up a part of my pence or cakes. I dis- 
liked it, though I remember I had some fears of punishment 
if I was selfish about offering. But after I grew a little older 
I did all these things gladly, believing I would have blessings 
accordingly. You can see by this that they wanted to teach 
me how to deny myself that I might please the gods. This 
was not the case with me only, but all who were earnest in 
their faith gave up a great deal of what they thought most of, 
and taught their children todo so. For instance: Once 
when I had sore eyes, and prayed to a special god, I was 
taught to say: ‘I will not drink tea,’ naming the number of 
days, ‘so please give recovery. Some would not taste salt 
for a part of the day, in order that their prayers might be an- 
swered. That is considered hard for any one to do, because 
we Japanese do not eat our meals without some kind of salt 
taste. And so on, in many ways, in vain they try to serve 
their false gods. 

‘** When I grew old enough to take lessons in writing, I be- 
gan to pray to the god of knowledge, of which I was a very 
faithful worshiper. As a little girl I had a great desire to be- 
come a good writer. I begged my mother and grandmother 
to buy me a picture, or Kakemono, of that god; and I re- 
member they got me a very small one, about a foot long and 
two inches wide. O, how pleased I was with it! I hung it 
in a little corner of the room, and put a box before it, and 
every morning I used to offer tea, and if anything was given 
me I gladly took it to my own god-shelf and prayed every 
day that I might improve in writing by his help. I feel 
ashamed to look back to those old times. 

** Once, about seven or eight years ago, I had a little brother. 
O, how dearly I did love him. He was taken very ill and 
was not expected to live. I felt very sad and prayed to a 
god that was considered mighty and able to answer all sup- 
plications. EF gave up my breakfast, and every kind of taste 
of salt and tea for several days to this god, but to my dis- 
appointment and surprise he died. From that time I lost my 
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faith in the gods, and settled my belief that there was no such 
thing as a god to help anybody or any sufferer. That was 
the last time I worshiped any image. Never since then 
Rave I prayed to anything till I came to know the true God. 
It is very wonderful when I compare my present condition 
with the past. What foolish and even wicked influences I 
have been brought up under; but how kind and merciful my 
Heavenly Father was, to lead me to a Christian school where 
I was taught of the Saviour and the way to be saved, though 
I was so obstinate then that I did not think of believing in 
Christ till I came here to Sensei (teacher, referring to Miss 
K ; but at last He broke my hardened heart and added 
me to His kingdom. 

“In 1876 I was baptized by dear Mr. Arthur on his last 
Sabbath here, and was received into the church. I do feel 
so grateful that I was called and chosen from among so many 
to love and serve Him. I want you to pray that I may be in 
earnest to do what I can for His glory, and that I may be 
able to lead others to the Saviour. I should be too ashamed 
to tell you these things of my past life if you had not urged 
me. And if you think of anything more you want to hear 
about, you will please ask me, will you not? I will gladly tell 

ou.” 

. What think you, my reader. Did not the ‘‘still small 
voice” which called us to the love and service of Christ, call 
this Japanese girl? Is it not a pleasant anticipation that you 
may know her personally, when all our Father’s children have 
their home gathering above? Are there not many more such 
beautiful lambs, not of the folds of America or any other 
Christian land, whom the Great Shepherd would reach and 
save through our prayers and benefactions, and even through 
the self-givings of some of us as foreign missionaries ? 


** Wuat use for the rope if it be not flung 
While the swimmer’s grasp to the rock has clung? 
What help is a comrade’s bugle blast 
When the peril of Alpine heights is past? 
What need the spurring pzan roll 
When the runner is safe beyond the goal? 
What worth in eulogy’s blandest breath 
When whispered in ears that are hushed in death?” 








Miss Mary H. Drake, New York, left $90,000 to benevo- 
lent and charitable purposes ; $5,000 of this sum for the 
American Tract Society. 
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Items. 


Younc MEN OFFERING FOR FOREIGN MIssions.— The® 
Missionary Review gives the facts that of the seniors in the 
United Presbyterian Hall, Edinburgh, efgi¢ volunteered to go 
as missionaries, of whom one, Francis Askcroft, has already 
been appointed.to India. Of the seniors in Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary, eight have decided to carry the gospel to 
the heathen, and seven new missionaries have just been ac- 
cepted by the Southern Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, 

And from another reliable source, the Sunday School Zimes, 
we learn that the whole of the graduating class ata Moravian 
theological seminary offered themselves as missionaries to 
Alaska, on hearing of the great need of gospel: teachers. 





Wortuy oF ImiraTion.— Many of our good brothers are 
interested in the circulation of missionary literature. Now 
and then this interest finds expression in a manner which 
may be encouraging to others. 

Ataconvention of the Rhode Island Society, Deacon Sprague, 
of Providence, listening to an appeal for increased facilities 
for information, cheerfully subscribed for five copies of the 
HELPER, to be sent to a church somewhat remote and isolated ; 
and so during all this year, acquaintance is being made with 
the missionary cause. 

Deacon Deering, of Portland, Me., has made it his pleasure 
to pay for several copies, to be put into the hands of worthy 
young women in his church, realizing that these same young 
friends are to be the future workers in the churches, and by 
this instruction will be the better able to help give tone and 
direction to our benevolent work, and to be its intelligent 
burden-bearers. 

THERE will be a meeting of the Board of the Free Baptist 
Woman’s Missionary Society on Wednesday, October 8, at 9 
o’clock, A. M., in the vestry of the Free Baptist Church, 
Lewiston, Me. Will not the members come prepared to re- 
main a day after the close of the Anniversaries, if necessary 
to complete the work in hand ? 


Mrs, J. A. LOWELL, Corresponding Secretary. 
DANVILLE, N. H. 
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* Our world of woman’s work is wide, 
And bounded not by narrow walls or selfish pride, 
But reaching far as reach the calls of human need; 
This is our world, and Faith its light, and Love its creed.”’ 


** The field is the world.” 


INDIANA, 


The W. M. Society of the Lagrange Q. M. held its first annual meet- 
ing, with the Wawaka church, Saturday evening, August 2d. The 
evening was pleasant, the attendance large, and the exercises as follows : 
Choir singing, ‘‘ Mighty to save’’ ; Scripture reading, Isa. xxxv., Mrs, 
Rev. Hammond; prayer, Mrs. Milo Jones; duet and chorus, ‘* Lead 
me gently.’ Officers fur the year were then elected, namely: Mrs. H. 
W. Vaughn, president ; Mrs. Rendel, Mrs. Wemple, Mrs. Rubbins, 
Mrs. Stoler, and Mrs. Teal, vice-presidents ; and Mrs. E. O. Dickinson, 
secretary and treasurer. 

The new constitution was adopted, then followed the reading of the 
annual report of secretary and treasurer. Mrs. Frisbee, in an address, 
taking as the foundation of her remarks Mark xvi., 15, made an earnest 
appeal for devoted christian work. Singing, ‘‘ Cling to the Cross,”? was 
followed bv an essay, ‘‘ What Can I do,” written by Mrs, M soney for 
the Ohio Y. M., read by Mrs. Vaughn; remarks by Mrs. Umphrey, 
select reading from the I[ELrer, Mrs. Ritter; a recitation by Minnie 
Frisbee; reading of ‘‘ Letter from Brother Coldren’’ by David Shaw; 
selection, ‘* Busy Bees,’? by Mrs. Dickinson, After reciting ‘* The Little 
Red Box,” Grace Dickinson, assisted by another little girl, passed through 
the audience and collected the “ pennies and quarters and dimes,” to the 
amount of $3.16. 

New members were solicited and five names were secured. Our 
society now numbers thirty-four. We have no auxiliaries organized in 
the churches, but each church has its collector, and has taken an active 
part in the general work. Our receipts for the year were $37.23. 

Copies of the HELPER are taken in each church, and [ need hardly to 
say that itis highly appreciated by its readers. One young lady takes it 
into her school and reads from it to her pupils, thus instructing them in 
regard to the manners and customs of India. We think the missionary 
spirit among us is increasing, and we have faith to believe that the little 
branch planted here will continue to grow, and we hope it may bear some 
fruit for the Master, Mrs. E. O. DICKINSON, Secretary. 


On Sabbath evening, August 10, the Woman’s M’ssionary Society of 
the Ridgeville church held a public meeting. Mrs. Lash, the president, 
conducted the exercises and read select portiuns of Scripture. ‘** Corona- 
tion ’’ was sung by the congregation, and prayer was offered by the Rev. J. 
B. Lash, The Secretary’s report was read. Miss L. Smith had a select 
reading, and the children sang, ‘‘Go Work.” Miss Eva Ginger read 
an interesting selection, and Mrs. Dr. Farquher read ‘* Thanksgiving 
Ann,” a leaflet which teaches so well the lesson of systematic giving. 
Short speeches were made by the Revs. Mr. Scott and Mr. Lash. Miss 
Pearl Cook recited ‘‘ The Littlke Red Box” and took the collection. 
There was good singing and the benediction was pron »unced by the Rev. 
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Mr. Scott. Thus closed the most interesting mission meeting we have 
had. Others are becoming interested in the work. Two have become 
members since our last meeting. Mrs, M. A, BOSWELL, Secretary. 


ILLINOIS. (Church of God.) 


The Rev. Mr. Manchester, under date of August s, writes : “ It has been 
just a month since the ladies of the Church of God in Buda organized a 
Woman’s Missionary Society. They hada public meeting on the last 
Sabbath evening of July, which was a decided success. The collection 
was sent to help the work in India. We are in need of more helps.”’ 


OHIO. 


DEAR HELPER: Since our corresponding secretary is absent, I assume 
the responsibility to let you know how we are getting along in the 
missionary work. The Richland and Licking Quarterly Meeting held its 
last meeting with the Concord church on the 23d and 24th of August. 
An interesting programme of essays, readings, and song was carried out. 
The 2d Psalm was read at the opening. There were several dialogues. 
“* Stirring up the Gifts ’’ was suggestive, as was “‘ The Contribution Box 
Transformed,”’ and all the parts were good, and we would gladly men- 
tion each by name if you had space. The “ Little Red Box”? was spoken 
well by Kitty Emerson, and the contents of her box amounted to $9.00. 
There were remarks by Bros, Roberts, Stiles, and Mills. 

Our officers elected for this year are: Mrs. Chas. Hildreth, presi- 
dent; Mrs. A. Powers, vice-president; Mrs. Giddings, vice-president of 
Centerbury Church; Mrs. B. Phoebe Richardson, secretary; Miss Lizzie 
Sutton, treasurer. We would not know how to do without you, dear 
HELPER, in our church, Mrs. HILDRETH, President. 


The Ohio River Y. M. was held at Middleport. The W. M. Society 
met Saturday afternoon of August oth, and reorganized. The following 
persons were chosen its officers: Mrs, H. I. Carr, president; Amanda 
Roush, secretary ; Mrs. I. M. Davis, treasurer. Minutes of last meet- 
ing read by the secretary. Motion made that each member of the so- 
ciety be taxed ten cents annually to defray expenses of delegate to the 
state society. Mrs. A. A. Moulton appointed delegate to the associa- 
tion. Adjourned, to meet in the church at 7 P. M. 

The evening was devoted to public exercises. Meeting opened by 
singing, after which Mrs. I, Haning gave a Scripture reading, and Mrs, 
H. I. Carr offered prayer. The annual reports of secretary and treas- 
urer were then read as follows : Present number of auxiliaries, 12 ; mem- 
bers, 122; subscribers for the HELPER, 26; money raised during the 
year, $206.69; for foreign missions, $144.65; home missions, $60.28 
education society, $1.76. Then followed a selected greeting, ‘* Chris- 
tian Work,” by Miss Bertie Meuck; a letter from Dr. Nellie Phillips 
was read by Mrs. A. A. Moulton; voluntary remarks by Miss Ida 
Haning. Singing concluded the exeicises of the evening, save that in- 
teresting one of taking up a general collection, which result was $20.00. 

AMANDA Roush, Sccretary. 


The August session of the Ashtabula Quarterly Meeting was held 
with the Lenox church, commencing on Tuesday evening, Aug. 26th. 
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On Wednesday evening the services were conducted by the W. M. So- 

ciety. There was a good interest manifested. The exercises of the eve- 

ning were well rendered, the choir gave some excellent music. At the 
close of the evening a collection was taken amounting in all to $13.01. 

There are ten churches in our Q. M., and we hope at the next session 
to receive a report from each one, that we may send it to the HELPER. 
Miss F. W. ALLISON, Secretary. 


MICHIGAN. 


On the 2oth day of April, 1884, a meeting for the purpose of organ- 
izing a Woman’s Missionary Society was held in the Free Baptist 
Church of Batavia, Michigan. Professor J. S. Copp preached a sermon 
on Matthew xxviii., 19: “Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, etc.” 
Reference was made to the moral condition of that part of India where 
our missionaries are at work, especially that of the women and child 
widows; and the only remedy, the christianizing of the people. At the 
close of the sermon, an auxiliary was organized, consisting of twenty-two 
members and the following officers: President, Mrs. W. R. Card; 
vice-president, Mrs. Joseph Sheneman; secretary, Mrs. C. Ii, 
Austin; assistant secretary, Mrs. L. M. Bowers; treasurer, Mrs. 
F. P. Ellis; agent for the HELPER, Mrs. J. M. Gray; commit- 
tee on public entertainments, Mrs. J. Murphy, H. F. Buffham, 
and E, M. Jardon ; committee on music, May Austin, Minnie Russell, 
Nellie Gray. Everything passed quietly during the evening, with the 
exception of now and then an audible smile at the appearance of a gentle- 
man’s hand when a vote was called. ’ 

The first public meeting was held Saturday evening, May 10, in con- 
nection with the Quarterly Meeting session. There was an excellent 
address by Mrs. E, P. French, president of the North Branch and Cal- 
houn Quarterly Meeting Association. 

At the close of this meeting a Quarterly Meeting Association was or- 
ganized with the following officers: President, Mrs. W. R. Card, Ba- 
tavia; vice-presidents, Mrs. J. M. Gray, Batavia; L. Gripman, Kinder- 
hook; D. Chapman, Gilead; J. Sisson, Snow Prairie; C. Hendricks, 
Algansee; J. Bates, North Bethel; secretary, Mrs. C. H. Austin, Ba- 
tavia; treasurer, Mrs. E, M. Jardon, Batavia. 

Since the organization of the Batavia auxiliary, meetings have been 
held every two weeks at the homes of the different members. The 
work done at these gatherings has consisted of consultations and read- 
ing of articles on mission work, reading of Scripture, singing, prayer, 
work on quilts, lamp mats, clothing for the poor children in the neighbor- 
hood, etc., etc. We feel that the association has been a great blessing, 
socially and spiritually, to the church. 

Mrs. C, H. Austin, Secretary. 


DEAR HELPER: We have been trying to do sumething here in Bath 
for missions, and have organized a W. M. Society of eighteen members. 
Last Sunday evening, August 24, we held a meeting for prayer and 
mission talk. We hope to become better informed with regard to the 
needs of the world. There is an effort to interest the children in this 
work, too. The same Sunday afternoon I met them in the church and 
organized a mission band. They called themselves ‘* The Young Mis- 
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sionaries.’? Twenty-two gave their names as members. Each child is 
to pay twenty-five cents a year. There is a good deal of interest among 
the children, and I hope that as a church we may,wake up to our duty 
and privilege in this matter. I send you six subscribers for this point, 
where none have ever been taken. I am working all I can for you, for 
as your name is, so you are, a real Ielper in missions. 

Lucy A. ROBINSON. 


WISCONSIN. 


Dear Missionary Hetper: As members of the Sauk County 
Quarterly Meeting, we are still working for missions. At our last 
QM. we had a very interesting programme. After singing and 
the reading of the Scriptures, prayer was offered by the Rev. F. B, 
Moulton. Mrs. Burnham then read a letter from Mrs. Smith in 
India. Remarks were made by Deacon James. A letter from Mrs. 
Griffin was read by Miss Rollet. Mrs. Hicks selected and read 
‘*India as a Mission Field.” Kashahia’s Appeal to Christian 
Women was made by Miss Weare, and Miss Ida Phillips’ letter to 
the Honey Creek Q. M. W. M. Society was presented by Mrs. James. 
Remarks were made by Mrs. Bragg, the Rev. Mr. Roberts and the 
Rev. Mr. Pope. ‘* What have the Missionaries and others done for 
the Dakota Indians?” was the subject of an interesting essay by Mrs. 
Bragg. who had been a missionary among them. After an en- 
* couraging essay by Mrs. White, ‘‘ Be not Weary in Well Doing,” the 
secretary made a plea for interest in the work, and a collection was 
taken of $3.18, the benediction closing a valuable session. 

Mrs. J. R. Pope, Secretary. 


Mrs. Pope reports also a public meeting held by the Big Spring 
Church at the Newport school-house, on the evening of the 3d of 
August. They sang, ‘‘Over the Ocean Wave,” and the 35th 
chapter of Isainh was read. There were several selections read. 
‘*The Last Command,” by Miss Eliza Rich, and ‘* The Silver 
Plate,” by Miss Enah Johnson, and others. ‘‘ Some Women's 
Ways” was read by Mrs. Meloon. Mrs. Stillwell gave ‘* Some 
Facts about Missions.” After more singing, Nora Johnson, a little 

irl, recited ‘‘ The Little Red Box,” who pleased us all, and a col- 
ection was taken of $3.09. It was a good meeting. 


DAKOTA. 


Dear HELPER: Your bright, newsy columns for August are be- 
fore me, and I welcome you more dearly, if possible, than when you 
visited me in Michigan. Since coming to this territory I have 
been looking about me for Free Will Baptists and mission workers. 
I have been glad to correspond with Mrs. Joy, of Frankfort, for- 
merly from our ‘** Mother-church ” at New Durham, N: H. Weare 
60 scattered here that itis hardly practicable to organize churches at 
present, but we want to form ourselves into a band or class, and 
have Quarterly Meetings and Yearly Meetings. 

We are allso glad to read the ‘‘ Words from Home Workers.” 





Michigan Annual Meeting. 818 


Again I say, I do hope our sisters will report all mission meetings 
and every item of interest. You cannot know how it cheers our 
hearts to hear of the good news all along the line. 

Auice M. Situ. 





Michigan Annual Pecting. 





Our sixth annual June meeting would have been noticed a month 
ago, but for busy cares which come through long-continued afflic- 
tions. The meeting at Davison Station is worthy of especial 
notice, it being the occasion of a general rally of mission workers 
from various parts of the state. At the business meeting, Mrs. A. 
M. Lord, President, and Mrs. M. M. Koon, Secretary and Treas- 
urer, were re-elected, the presidents of the Quarterly Meetings 
constituting the vice-presidency according to Art. IV. of the Yearly 
Meeting Constitution. 

The public meeting was called on Saturday evening by Mrs. 
Lord, who, after the song, ‘‘ Bringing in the Sheaves,” by the vocal 
company, and appropriate Scripture reading by Mrs. Bachelder, 
led in prayer. : 

Mrs. A. W. Bachelder was appointed secretary Dro fem. 

The report of the Secretary embraced the following items: 

‘This Yearly Meeting has eight Quarterly Meetings doing 
missionary work, yet only five have reported regularly during the 
past year. Hillsdale has raised $256.00, which has been appor- 
tioned as follows: $129.59 to foreign interests, $88.21 to home supe 
port, and $34.43 to educational purposes. It has the addition of 
one auxiliary, making nine in all, and twenty-four new members; 
also one new band, making six, with an aggregate of one hundred 
and thirty members, 

‘‘Genesee has raised $147.00, devoting some to Home Missions, 
but the greater part is gone to the foreign treasury. It has one 
new auxiliary. 

.“* Grand Ripids has raised $163.00, consecrating the greater part 
to Foreign Missions. This society is wide awake. 

‘‘Van Buren is increasing in power. They raised $90.30, send- 
ing more than one-half to foreign fields, yet contributing their 
share to the cause of education. 

‘River Raisin, having only two auxiliaries, merits encourage- 
ment for its faithful work and sure results, year by year. It makes 
a gift of $41.75 to missions. 

‘‘ Lansing Quarterly Meeting has within the past two years 
developed from a nebular condition into a regular system, al- 
though we cannot give a summary of the year’s work. Lansing 
church remits $25 per year for the support of a zenana teacher. 
It has a flourishing band, which has long been a faithful agency in 
the mission work. Other societies have been organized within the 
Quarterly Meeting, thoroughly imbued with the missionary spirit. 

** Montcalm Quarterly Meeting is not idle. About $20 was raised 
during the latter part of the year, mostly for Foreign Missions, 
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$10 of which was collected in Coral, from other denominations, 
for Mr. Coldren. ‘ Union is strength.’ So speed the cause every- 
where.” 

After the annual report came the reading of Quarterly Meeting 
letters by Mrs. M. R. Rose, from Mrs. Morse, of Lansing; Mrs. 
Wheeler, of Genesee; and Mrs. Cummings, of Hillsdale church. 

An original paper was read by Mrs. J. E. Schnell on the ‘“* Neces- 
sity of Missions,” which was well arranged, clearly written, and 
straight to the point. 

The audience sang, as by one impulse, ‘‘I Gave My Life for 
Thee,” which was followed by a select reading, *‘ The Divine 
Healer,” from the HELPER, by Mrs. M. A. Maynard. 

An original paper on ‘‘ Character Building” was presented by 
Mrs. M. A. W. Bachelder, which will long be remembered for its 
solid worth, and for the forceful, impressive, and pleasing style of 
delivery, 

A selection from the HELPER on ‘“ Waiting Patiently,” was read 
by Mrs. H. L. Howard, followed by an essay on ‘‘ What shall we 
do for Missions,” by Mrs. H. M. Lord, which was. well received. 

Appropriate, in conclusion, were the remarks of the Rev. A. E. 
Wilson on ‘‘Home Missions,” interweaving dry figures with 
spicily told facts, leveling many a lifted brow of inquiry as to 
‘““ What is done with money raised for Home Missions in Michi- 
gan?” ‘* Home Missions” is no longer a myth. A wise feature 
this, enlightening the public on what we are doing at home as 
well as abroad. 

The evening collection was $12.64. All sufficient is it to say of 
the success of a miscellaneous meeting like this, that from a full 
audience the closest attention was held throughout. 


Mrs. M. M. KOON, Secreéary. 





ANNUAL MEETING. 


THE annual meeting of the Free Baptist Woman’s Missionary Society, 
for the election of officers and the transaction of other business, will be held 
in the vestry of the Main Street Free Baptist Church in Lewiston, Me., 
on Wednesday, October 8th, 1884, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

A. B, TouRTELLOT, Recording Secretary. 


THE receipts of the Benevolent Societies for the month of 
August aggregate: For Foreign Missions, $4,170.58 ; for Home 
Missions, $1,737.07; and for the Education Society, $170. To 
form these amounts Mr. and Mrs. F. P. Adams, of QOssipee, N. 
H., gave $50 in memory of their father, Adam Brown; Miss 
De Meritte, of Dover, N. H., $100; the Rev. J. T. Ward, of Park 
Street Church, Providence, the same amount, and from the estate 
of Jeremiah M. Smith, of Florida, are $1,000, and the estate of 
the Rev. I. B. Coleman, $971. 

The facts are that the current expenses of the Foreign Mission 
Society are all paid; last year’s deficit is paid; and the funds in 
hand for the Home Mission Society will nearly or quite meet all 
bills of the year. All current bills of the Education Society are 
paid, and the debt to the Permanent Fund is now removed. 





Children’s Niche. 


Children’ S Piche. 





The Children’ 8 Crusade. 


Hays you heard the wonderful story 
Ot what happened so long ago, 
Away in the Rhenish country, 
In sight of the Alpine snow, — 


How thousands of little children, 
With scallop and staff in hand, 
Like Peter the Hermit’s pilgrims, 
Set forth for the Holy Land? 


From hamlet and town and castle, 
For many and many a day, 

These children had seen their fathers 
March to the East away. 


‘* Why do they go?” they questioned 

Of the mother who watched and wept : 
‘ They go to wrest from the pagan 

The tomb where the dear Lord slept.” 


And the thought in their young hearts 
kindled, 
** Let us do as our fathers do,— 
Let us wear the cross on our shoulder, 
And help in the conquest too. 


‘* The strength of a child is nothing ; 
But we’ll gather in one strong band 
The strength of ten thousand children, 

For Christ and the Holy Land.”’ 


And so, as they tel], these children 
On their strange, wild mission went ; 


But the Saviour, who would not Jead them | 


In the way He had not sent, 





Lifted them up in his pity 
(Misguided, and yet his own), 

And, instead of the tomb they sought for, 
Sent them to find his throne. 


Now, what is the tender lesson 
Wrapped up in the story so? 

And what can we learn from the children 
Who perished so long ago? 


For the sepulchre’s sake, where only 
Three days the Redeemer lay, 

They were willing to face such peril 
As wasted their lives away. 


For a temple that is eterna), 

Where the living stones are piled,— 
Each stone of the costly building 

The soul of a heathen child,— 


Are there ten thousand children, 
Over this land so broad, 

Willing to work,— their shoulder 
Wearing the badge of God? 


Are there ten thousand children 
Filled with a zeal intense, 
Ready for Christ to offer 
Their labors, their prayers, their pence ? 


For the gifts and the prayers of the chil- 
dren, 
Gathered in one strong band, 
| Could conquer the world for Jesus, 
| And make it a Holy Land. 
— Selected. 
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A DISPATCH received by the American Board of Commis- 
stoners for Foreign Missions, dated Hong Kong, June atst, 
announced the total loss of the missionary brig Morning S/ar, 
at Kusaie. The crew and passengers were saved. 


FROM THE DEPTHS OF THE BLUE i 
PaciFic, July, 1884. 


DEAR CHILDREN: Itis just thirteen years ago to-day since 
I made my first appearance in Honolulu harbor in full gala 
dress, with flags flying and all sails set. Every beam and 
timber in full vigor, every part ready for the long, long voy- 
age before me. How cordially I was welcomed by the mis- 
sionaries, and how necessary I was to their comfort! I had 
to be their grocery, their meat-market, their book-store, as 
well as their post-office. And yet I had so far to go that if I 
could get to each place once ayear we all felt very thankful. 

To the poor, dark natives I brought all of light and happi- 
ness they had ever known. 

I did my best ; thousands of miles I sailed through adverse 
¢eurrents, past dangerous breakers, and in the face of contrary 
winds. | 

I have seen wondrous and glorious sights while traveling 
among these “ Little Islands.” The people who live there 
were once all liars and thieves, and very cruel. Their eyes 
were black, their hair black and straight, and their almost 
naked bodies were tattooed. Most of these islands were built 
by the coral insects, and are low and barren. There are no 
hills or streams ; few land birds and few flowers. You would 
see no villages. Some of the islands, however, are covered 
with forests and are alive with birds of bright plumage and 
sweet song. 

To these wild people and these isolated islands I have car- 
ried the missionaries. My heart of oak has ached for these 
brave men and delicate, refined women, as I have been obliged 
to sail away and leave them, as strangers among savages 
alone, fora year. Alone, did I say? No; surely not alone. 
Except for the continual presence of a loving, heavenly 
Father, they would never have been able to remain. But the 
work they have accomplished! Oh, children, if I only could 
tell you the half! I€ you could have seen with me these 
once cruel, barbarous savages, neatly dressed, drawn up on 
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shore singing their songs of welcome at my approach, if you 
could have followed them as they conducted the newly-arrived 
missionaries to their churches and their own changed homes, 
ou would then begin to realize what a power for good these 
ew consecrated men and women have been. Every Sabbath 
morning the blast of the conch-shell calls hundreds to the 


island churches, built of solid coral blocks and thatched with 


the leaves of the pandanus tree. I have seen forty-six of 
these native churches and have helped in the dedication of 
many of them. I have seen over three thousand of these 
formerly heathen people present themseives for baptism and 
church membership. 

Then, children, if you could have gone with me among 
these lagoons and rocky reefs, you would have seen many 
mission schools scattered about, full of eager, wide-awake, 
young people. Then, too, you would yourselves have made 
the acquaintance of many of the brightest and smartest among 
them, for they go with me every year to and from the training- 
schools of the islands. They make my decks ring with their 
Jaughter and shouts. They are being educated as teachers and 
preachers, and much is hoped from them in the future. They 
will go to still darker islands beyond, with the “old, old 
story.” 

I could tell you of many a brave, native missionary, whom 
I have landed and left on islands hundreds of miles from his 
home. Of Opataia and his princess wife Opatinia, who cheer- 
fully took up missionary work three hundred miles away from 
all their friends, who said “ they freely gave up all comforts 
that they might make known the love of Jesus to the 
heathen.” David and Sarah, Moses and Zipporah are names 
well known to all who have sailed upon my decks. Then, 
too, what contributions have been stored in my hold, of shells, 
cocoanuts, and native twine to help in sending on the good 
news |! 

Oh ! truly these island souls are well worth the saving ! 

I rejoice in the part I have been able to take in this work, 
but of late have longed for the strength of my younger days. 
The infirmities of age have gradually been gaining upon me; 
still, I hoped to work on till my place could be filled by some 
fleeter, stauncher craft. 

But my work is done; drifting silently, steadily on to a 
hidden rock, I met my doom. In these few last moments 
the whole history of my life has passed before me, and I feel 
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grateful to you, children, for having given me a work to do 
among these islands of the sea. 

I can only urge you with my latest breath to fill my place 
as quickly as possible. Send a larger, fleeter ship and a 
stronger. I am the third to lay down my life in your service, 
and only too well do I know the treacherous currents and 
dangers which beset the way. But the work is a glorious one, 
and I plead with you, children, to continue your interest in 
it till all shall “declare His praise in the islands.” 

Your faithful ship, 
“ MORNING STAR.” 


— Gospel in all Lands. 





Wisconsin. 

Dear Mrs. BREWSTER: Your letter written July 16, was received 
in due season, also the dialogue which you sent, for which please 
accept my thanks. As you requested a report of the concert, I will 
attempt to tell you something of the work in the mission cause, 
which we are trying to accomplish here at Waupun. 

We have a mission band formed some time last winter for the 
children, and in which they take a great interest. 

We decided to hold our meetings once each month, and every 
three months our mission concert is held on Sabbath evening. 

The offices are filled by the children, with two or three ladies to 
oversee and provide for the public meetings. Our concerts consist 
of exercises mostly by the children, such as recitations, dialogues, 
songs, etc. 

We generally have a full house at these meetings, and quite a 
generous collection each time. 

At our first meeting the proceeds were sent to the $800 Return 
fund; since then we decided to appropriate $5.00 to the payment of 
the Foreign Mission debt, and the remainder is still in the 
treasury, as it is undecided where it may be used to the best ad- 
vantage. 

We have a mission box in our school, with a separate apartment 
for each class, and each scholar may contribute the amount they 
choose to at any time. 

At the end of the quarter these are opened and the contents 
counted, and the amount given by each class read by the treasurer 
at our public meeting. So there is a strife to see which class gets 
the most. 

We trust some good has been accomplished by our efforts in the 
past, and our desire is to do much more. 

+ I think something over $8.00 was taken from our mission box at 
our last meeting. 

We have several copies of the HELPER in this church, and I 
think a great deal of the publication. CarRRizg THOMPSON. 





RECEIPTS FROM AUGUST 1 TO SEPTEMBER rf, 1884. 


MAINE. 


Bowdoinham, Auxiliary, for native 
teacher Radhi 

Bowdoinham, Busy Workers, for 
school-house for Miss Ida 
Phillips 

rst Brunswick, Auxiliary, for 
Orma’s successor. 

Cope ey oy Auxiliary, ($25 

osoda) 


eda chty's Falls, Auxiliary, for 
ny Mary Bacheler’s sup- 


East PCocinth, Auxiliary.......... 

Greene, Auxiliary, for F. M 

Kingfield, Auxiliary, toward con- 
oes Miss Lydia Lord 


Kenduskeag, Mr. and Mrs. Emere 
son, each $r 

Kenduskeag, Mr, and Mrs, Cobb, 
each soc 

Lewiston, Pine Street, Auxiliary, 
for Miss Coombs’ anew 
and » + nee Mrs, O. L 
Gile L 

New Portland, Auxiliary, toward 
a Mrs. O. E. Sav- 


.M 
Richmond Village, Auxiliary, for 
Miss Coombs’ support 
Saco, Auxiliary 
Springvale, Auxiliary 
wre Falmouth, Auxiliary, for F. 


West F: ‘almouth, A Friend.. 

Wells Branch, Auxiliary 

West Lebanon, Auxiliary, $4.34 
for a he Ferry, and $8.69 


Ab Saints 
mas Parsonsfield, Auxiliary, for 


East Dixfield, Auxiliary, toward 
qooore Mrs. E, 
Starbird L 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Alton, Mrs. Lucy Y. Thompson, 
one-half each for H. M, and 


F.M 
2d Belmont Church, for Miss 
Brackett’s salary 
Bristol, Miss Mary D. Perkins... 
Danville, Auxiliary 
Dover, Washington St. Church, 
one-half each for H.and F. M. 
Doves, Washington Street, Aux- 
iliary, $5.50 for Miss Brack- 
ett’s sala 
Laconia, Auxiliary, 
Brackett's salary 


Contributions. 


Contributions. 
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| Laconia, Mrs. Dr. R. W. Wiley 


Meredith Center, Miss Ruth Per- 
kins, for Mrs. D. F. Smith.. 


. aes a for Mrs. D. F. 
’ Pittsfield, Young People’s M. 


fae fe for Patna Ragged 


Ossipee, Mrs. Susan P. Adams, 
to constitute Miss Mary Bach- 
eler L. M. (on account of love 
for her honored mother) and 
to constitute Mrs. M, Dana 
Shephard L. M. (with loving 
school-day remembrances). . 

Rochester bia Auxiliary, for 
school with Mrs. D. F. mith 

Walnut Grove, Mrs. Samuel Han- 


VERMONT. 


East Williamstown, Auxiliary, $4, 
Miss E. W. Flint $¢ 
= a. Auxiliary, for 


South ——— Auxiliary, for 
Mrs. D. F. Smith’s support.. 

South Strafford, for F. M. from 
the bank of Little Clarence 
(now gone to Jesus) 

Washington, Auxiliary, for Mrs. 
D. F. Smith 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Abington, Mrs. H. K, Peirce.. 

Blackstone, Auxiliary, Miss H. 
Phillips’ support $5, Miss 
Franklin’s salary $3.75, and 
Incidental Fund 2sc.... 

Blackstone, Busy Bees, Miss 
Franklin’s salary $1.25, Rag- 
ed Schools $1.25, and Miss 

- Phillips’ salary $t 
Lowell, Church, from A Friend 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Googles, Church, for Miss 
H. Phillips’ support... 
Gomis ~~, g Hands, for 
Miss H. Phillips’ support.. 
oa "Auxiliary, or Miss 
Phillips’ support 
Olneyville, Auxiliary, for Miss 
ranklin’s salary 
Pascoag, Auxiliary, for Miss H. 
Phillips’ support....,...+ eee 
Providence, Greenwich Street, 
Auxiliary, Mrs. W. G. Gan- 
nett, for Miss H. Phillips’ 
oumpenh 9g to constitute her- 





$20 


Providence, Greenwich Street, 
Auxiliary, for Miss Franklin's 

cag, $12.10, Sunday School, 

for Miss Franklin’s salary 
$6.66, which amourts with 
others received constitute 
Mrs, E. P. Blake L 

Providence, Mrs. M. N. Davi- 
son and Mrs. J. L. Phillips, 
each $1, for Miss 1]. Phillips’ 
salary 

Pawtucket, Two Friends, soc. each 


18 76 


1 oo 


CONNECTICUT & R.J. ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

For Miss Hattie Phillips’ Php 
Friends, for Miss Hatue Phil os 
SUPPOSE. ..vccccdcc cesses d008 

NEW YORK. 
— Ambi’s 


6 70 


3 10 


Poland, ‘weed 
school. . 
OHIO. 
Seneca and Huron Q. M. W. M. 


INDIANA. 
re, 7 Q. M. W. M. Society, 
ILLINOIS. 
Prairie City, Auxiliary, of which 
$4.15 is for native teachers.. 
MICHIGAN. 


Ratavia, Auxiliary, for F, M.. 
Calhoun and North Branch Q. M. 
W. M. Society. for F. M.. 

Cass and HKerrien Q. M. Ww. M 
Society, for F. M..... . 


12 80 


@ 35 
16 34 


4 00 
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Genesee Q. M. W. M. Society... 

Grand Rapids, Mrs. A. C. An- 
trim, fur Chicago school-room 
in Balasore 

Hillsdale, Miss Lou M. Durgin, 
for Chicago school-room in 
Balasore 

1st Kinderhook Church, for F. M. 

St. Joseph Valley Y.M. W. M. 
Society, for F. M 


Delaware and Clayton Q. M. W. 
1. Society, for zenana tea- 
cher, and to constitute Mre. 
W. P. Sheldon L. M 
Delaware and Clayton oh 
Society, for state work 
Wilton, Auxiliary, for F. M.. 


WISCONSIN. 


Honey Creek Q. M. W. M. Soci- 
ety, for zenana teacher with 
Miss Ida Phillips........... ° 


MINNESOTA. 


Crystal, aueiern SE for AS M.,. 

Minnesota Y. M. W no en 

Minnesota Y. M. we ’M,, " for 
state work 

Sauk Rapids, Miss j. E. Hicks., 


Total. 
L. A. DEMERITTE, 7reas., 
per M.S. WATERMAN, Assist Treas. 
Dover, N. H., Sept. 1, 1884. 


CorreEcTION.— The $9 credited to the 
Huntington Q. M., Vt., should have been 
credited to the Corinth Q. M., Vt 





OHIO ASSOCIATION. 
WOMAN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Receipts for August, 1884. 


Campaign Auxiliary 
Union Grove Church 
Rio Grande ated 


F. M. H.M. £4, Soc. 


72 


OM ae wae oaggreteettecceaeeneens 


Union Church Harmony Q. M.. 
East Liberty Church 
ad baer Church 


gs Q.M 
Ohio} River Y. M,. 
Mrs. C. Hooper 


Salem Saniiory 


NUD 5c o's css dicbcaeive de ocGnab Edel be0% 
SS | Ay Pr err cet tddiiecsa 


CLEVELAND, O., Aug. 29, 1884. 
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: $5.35 $2.09 
Mas. H.j. COE, Treas. 





